CSRNESUMMER2017Newsletter_Layout 1 9/4/2017 3:08 PM Page 1

e Cocker Home Companion
Cocker Spaniel Rescue of New England, Inc. (CSRNE, Inc.)
Vol. 44 Summer 2017
Since 1987, CSRNE has saved, improved and extended the lives of abandoned and neglected American Cocker Spaniels

Life Is Better With A Cocker
(or Two…)

If you are a “cocker person,” much of your
attention is devoted to your cocker companion
and noticing how they go about their day.
No two dogs are the same. Some are eager
to take to the water for boat rides, others
want to explore the coastline for shells and
dead fish parts, but many want nothing more
than to be near you, watching as you
prepare dinner or quietly dozing next to you
on the couch.

Cocker spaniels are social creatures. They
love being with us, keeping us company as
we run errands and handle mundane tasks.
And touching them, talking to them, even
just looking at photos featuring them, adds
to our enjoyment of life and rounds us out
as people.

Our relationship with each pet is unique.
It takes time to “learn” a dog, to get familiar
with its special quirks and routines, its likes
and dislikes. And they “learn” us, too. They
pick up on subtle cues that even we may
not notice. Speak a certain word and your
dog springs into action. Take a shower
as the sun begins to set and your cocker
takes on a forlorn look, knowing that you
are dining out. So when a pet passes on,
a big hole opens in your heart. But for
most of us “cocker people,” the moment
ultimately arrives when you realize you’re
ready to adopt again. It’s not enough to pore
over photos of available cockers on CSRNE’s
website. You need to feel their fur between
your fingers.

Continued on page 7

Kristine Binette with her beloved Reese

WHO WILL BE THIS YEAR’S CUTEST PET?
Our annual Cutest Pet Contest
ends September 10, 2017

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US EXCEED
OUR $3,000 GOAL!
- Pet entries accepted until 9 PM
- Voting closes at 10 PM
- Real-time tracking of the competition

The top 12 vote-getters will be featured
in CSRNE’s 2018 calendar

For more details,
see the enclosed flyer or
visit www.csrne.org and
go to Cutest Pet Contest
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Our 30th Anniversary!

As we mark an important milestone, our 30th
anniversary, I want to say a full-throated "thank
you" to our intrepid friends and volunteers for all
that you do to help us fulfill our mission.
Together, we are CSRNE.

You're always there to answer a late-night call,
transport a dog to a vet or groomer, conduct a
home visit, help at a fundraising event or open
your home to adopt or foster dogs like bonded pair
Angie and Maxie, shown at right. And you
respond promptly to our appeals for funds to
defray the costs of caring for a rescued cocker.

The Joey Fund Live and Silent Auction is our
biggest fundraising event of the year. While
we appeal for targeted funds throughout the year,
the Joey Fund is our war chest. Just about every
cocker we rescue needs some type of veterinary
intervention, everything from standard spay/neuter
procedures to more complicated and expensive
specialized surgeries, and the attendant diagnostic
tests, medications, and nursing care. The Joey
Fund is our “go to” resource.

Lulu and Sammy, our 2017 Joey Fund Poster Dogs,
were among this year’s Joey Fund beneficiaries.
We profiled this devoted duo in our Winter 2016
newsletter. Under the solicitous care of long-term
foster mom, Sherry DeFeo, Lulu and Sammy
have endured an exhaustive list of surgeries and
treatments and are ready to settle into a loving
forever home. They prove the axiom that a bonded
pair is “double the pleasure, double the fun!”

Let’s follow Lulu and Sammy’s lead and take a
moment to enjoy ourselves in Boxborough on
October 21. Please come to Cocker-Palooza, meet
Randy Price, and spend a few hours with a roomful
of like-minded dog lovers - all eager to share lots
of smartphone photos of adored cockers. I hope to
see you there!
Sincerely,
Gerry Foss
President, CSRNE

2 THE COCKER HOME COMPANION SUMMER 2017

Bonded pair Angie (left) and Maxie
The Cocker Home Companion
Volume 44
Summer 2017
Edit and Design
Cyndy Bremer
Polly Marmaduke
Logo Design
Susan Tasillo, D.V.M.

CSRNE, Inc.
Officers and Board
President
Gerry Foss
VP/Secretary
Linda Simoneau
Jane Morgan
Hartley Scribner
Joyce Kelbaugh
Bookkeeper
Jennie Harris
Consultant
Joyce Tilton
webmaster@csrne.org
Gordon LaGrow
Web Consultant
Joyce Kelbaugh
Donations and Information:
CSRNE, Inc.
P.O. Box 162
Greenfield, NH 03047
Tel: 603-547-3363
www.csrne.org

CSRNESUMMER2017Newsletter_Layout 1 9/4/2017 3:08 PM Page 3

Is 30 the New 20?

CSRNE Celebrates Thirty Years!

In 1987, CSRNE rescued our first cocker spaniel.
Thirty years and many hundreds of dogs later, we’re
still here and eagerly anticipating being with our
close friends on October 21 for a special birthday
party celebration, CockerPalooza-style!

Adding to this year’s excitement, we’ll mark Randy
Price’s 20th consecutive year at CockerPalooza’s
podium! In 1997, Randy, host of WCVB Channel 5
Boston’s EyeOpener morning news program, began
an unbroken record as our Special Guest and
auction emcee.

With his trademark amiability, Randy sets an upbeat
tone and quick pace as he takes us through scores of
spectacular items for bid. It’s a delightful, rollicking
good time that always ends the same way: we gladly
dig deeper into our pockets to give more than we had
planned – but still less than we’d like – and without
a moment’s hesitation that it is money well spent.

Randy Price (right), Mark Steffen and cocker, Diva

Let’s Get This Party Started!

We’re Having A 30th Birthday Bash
And You’re Invited!

Come, kick up your heels! There is special
cause for celebration at this year’s annual
Joey Fund Auction because CSRNE is
celebrating our 30th birthday!

Saturday, October 21, 2017

11:00 AM

Boxborough Regency Hotel and Conference Center
242 Adams Place, Boxborough, MA 01719
(Route 495, Exit 28)

Advance tickets $30/person, at the door $33/person
See enclosed auction flyer for details

It’s a great chance to meet people, connect
with old friends, and - is it too early to say? -–
get a jump on your holiday shopping.
Up for bid will be exciting experiences,
autographed Patriots items, jewelry, artwork,
overnights at B&B’s, all sorts of pet products,
custom pet portraits by renowned artists and
so much more!

No need to bring a gift. We’ll take care of
everything. We just want to share it with you!
www.csrne.org 3
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A Pack of Two:
Bonded Pairs’ Intricate ‘Private Arrangements’

Dogs who live together organize their behavior
around what author and canine observer
Elizabeth Marshall Thomas calls their “private
arrangements.”

Somehow, it’s known who will always be first
to get in and out of a car, which spots on the
bed are “reserved” for each dog, and how best
to join forces in pursuit of their goals. Do
your cockers sit at attention together,
stone-like at your feet, laser-focused, hardly
even breathing, until you drop what you’re
doing and feed them supper, five minutes
before the usual time?

For dogs who form bonded pairs, whether they
start out as littermates or find each other later,
the coordination is more intricate. As CSRNE
President Gerry Foss notes, “It goes beyond
enjoying doing ‘dog things’ together.” They
form a pack of two, a symbiotic unit based on
mutual need. Often, one dog is impaired and
the other picks up the slack.
Continued on page 5

There is an intricate connection
between bonded pairs

Bonded pair: Sadie (left) and Jada
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A Pack of Two... from page 4
Sometimes, as is true for bonded pair Jada and
Sadie, both blind, they must be even more highly
attuned to each other. In any case, it is a
relationship that benefits both participants.

“If Coco needed anything, Ozzy took
care of it. Coco couldn’t bark,
so Ozzy barked for him.”
- Martha Clark

Martha and Bill Clark of Groton, Mass. prefer
sharing their lives with two cockers at a time,
particularly when they have a bonded pair like
Ozzy and Coco. “Ozzy’s been a little lost since
Coco passed away,” recalls Martha. “If Coco
needed anything, Ozzy took care of it. Coco
couldn’t bark, so Ozzy barked for him.”

dogs are devoted to each other, CSRNE will only
adopt them as intact pairs. They are Angie and
Maxie (pictured on page 2), Sara and Chloe
(photo not yet available), Sadie and Jada (page 4),
Bridgette and Bernie (below), and Lulu and
Sammy (page 8).

Remarkably, CSRNE currently has five bonded
pairs available for adoption. Since these sweet

With a bonded pair, you will double your
pleasure, double your fun!

After a pause, Martha added, “It may be time to
call Gerry and see about adopting another dog.”
Multiple dogs in a home make life more
interesting for pets and people alike.

Except for Lulu and Sammy, who were found
abandoned, the other cocker pairs were
relinquished by their owners due to changing
life circumstances. Only Maxie and Angie
are littermates.

For more information about these bonded pairs and other cockers who are
waiting to find their forever homes, please visit our website at
www.csrne.org or call CSRNE at (603) 547-3363.

Bonded pair: Bridgette (left) and Bernie
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Life Is Better … from page 1

June Quintin is a long-time CSRNE volunteer.
She conducts home visits, performs the difficult
task of collecting relinquished cockers, and has
fostered or adopted more cockers than you can
count on both hands. Currently, she shares her
life with rescue dogs number 11, 12, and 13,
otherwise known as Black Bear, Toby and Morgan. She says she is “definitely dedicated to the
breed, no doubt about it.” But there is a special
place in her soul for the ones who are not chosen,
the senior cockers and those struggling with
medical issues.

It all began when June was a little girl, growing
up in Vermont and bonding with a neighbor’s
cocker. Years passed and she had an opportunity
to rescue a cocker of her own, a two-year-old dog
named “Brandy.”

Black Bear (left) and Morgan Quintin

Brandy’s owner was terminally ill and could no
longer care for him so arrangements were made
for the two to meet at the boarding facility where
Brandy was being lodged. June knew she had
found a dog with personality as soon as Brandy
made his entrance. He walked in, crossed the
room to June, and casually lifted his leg to relieve
himself on her. She was smitten and Brandy was
on his way to a new life. Not an adoption tip you
might suggest but whatever gets the job done.

What is it about cocker spaniels that we find so
captivating, even when - and in many cases,
especially because - they are in their twilight
years or have special needs that cause them to
be passed by?

Perhaps caring for the weaker members of our
community is as much about our desire to be
better people as it is about their appeal as pets.
Maybe it has something to do with what
Elizabeth Barrett Browning said, “I love you not
only for what you are, but for what I am when
I am with you.”

Bella (left) and Sadie Drapeau
www.csrne.org 7

CSRNESUMMER2017Newsletter_Layout 1 9/4/2017 3:08 PM Page 8

C0CKER SPANIEL RESCUE OF NEW ENGLAND, INC
P.O. Box 162
Greenfield, NH 03047

COCKER-PALOOZA!

Non Profit Org.
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #315
Worcester, MA

20th Annual Joey Fund Auction
and CSRNE’s 30th Birthday Party

Kick up your heels with
WCVB News Anchor Randy Price,
back for his 20th consecutive year!

11 AM, Saturday, October 21, 2017
Boxborough Regency Hotel
Boxborough, MA

To register or learn more,
check out the enclosed flyer
or visit www.csrne.org
and go to Auction 2017

Lulu and Sammy:
Our 2017 Joey Fund Poster Dogs
Need Help With Auction Items!

Although times have been tough, Lulu and Sammy
have persevered and are ready to enjoy themselves as
our 2017 Joey Fund Poster Dogs. But first, they have
a request: can you help make this the best auction ever
by contributing items for bid?
- Trips and vacation home stays
- Gift baskets and handcrafted treasures
- Jewelry, paintings, artwork of all kinds

CSRNE must receive all auction donations no
later than September 27, 2017.

We’re looking for all kinds of volunteer support,
including help with auction publicity and promotion!
For more info, please see the enclosed flyer, email
Jane Morgan at info@csrne.org or call CSRNE at
(603) 547-3363.
Come meet Lulu and Sammy on October 21!

