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Honoring the Ordinary
Copper’s Story

“Nobody is ordinary if you know where to look.”
- Maeve Binchy, author

In a culture that exalts the extraordinary and is
captivated by larger than life personalities who
command national attention, it’s easy to miss a dog
like Copper. He flies under the radar. He doesn’t
compete for the spotlight. He’s low-key and
easygoing. Copper is an ordinary dog, enjoying an
ordinary life. But he deserves notice because,
without fanfare, he shows us how to lead a rich,
meaningful life.

When did “ordinary” become a bad thing? In
recent years, many Americans have come to value
adulation over achievement, celebrity over
substance, and “doing” over “being.” In her
best-selling book, “The Gifted Imperfection,”
social researcher Brené Brown says, “In this
world, an ordinary life has become synonymous
with a meaningless life. So often we are missing
what is truly important because we’re on a quest
for what is extraordinary.”

Eight-year-old Copper grew up in a loving home,
doted on by a wonderful couple. Copper’s happy
existence was disrupted when his owner, the one
more engaged in Copper’s care, became ill and
passed away. While Copper continued to live in a
safe environment where his physical needs were
met, he was not getting the kind of emotional
attention that is so essential to a dog’s well-being.

Thanks to the encouragement of Copper’s
long-time groomer, his surviving owner accepted
that Copper deserved more than he could give and
entrusted Cocker Spaniel Rescue of New England
(CSRNE) with finding him a new family.
Continued on page 3

Copper on “Poultry Watch”

DO YOU HAVE THE CUTEST PET?
Enter your creature (dog, cat, bird, or bat)
in CSRNE’s 2016 Cutest Pet Contest!
This year’s contest has a new look
and new features to let you
- Share your comments and pet stories
- Instantly record your vote
- Track competitors on a leader board
Contest opens late July 2016!
For more details, see the enclosed brochure
or visit www.csrne.org and go to Auction 2016
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Want To Help Us?
Donate. Adopt.
Foster. Volunteer.

Cammie

President’s Message

To learn more about CSRNE,
visit www.csrne.org or call (603) 547-3363.
info@csrne.org
www.csrne.org
Stay connected with us!

The dramatic backstory behind the rescue of Cammie, our
2016 Joey Fund Poster Dog, exemplifies what makes CSRNE
such an effective organization.
CSRNE is able to spring to action when a cocker needs us
because, over the past 29 years, we have carefully cultivated
treasured relationships with volunteers, Animal Control Officers
(ACOs), and veterinary professionals. We know who to call
for help and we rely heavily on their willingness to respond.
More times than I can count, I have placed a late night phone
call to someone who answers by saying, “What can we do?
How can we help? We’ll do whatever you need.”
Cammie was a beneficiary of this support network and
the good fortune that anything that could go wrong, did not.
ACO and CSRNE foster caregiver Terry Donovan just
happened to be only a mile away at the very moment
Cammie’s owner agreed to surrender her acutely ill pet.
A nearby vet, Dr. Sharon Lynch, answered an after-hours
call and opened her practice to provide critical emergency
treatment. CSRNE volunteers Dean and Karen Hutson,
on a moment’s notice, drove miles from their home to accept
temporary custody of Cammie and rushed her to Veterinary
Specialists of Connecticut where lifesaving surgery was
performed.
If any one of these people had not answered our call for
help, this sweet cocker would not be with us today.
Of course, we do need your financial support. It would be
impossible for CSRNE to continue without it. But if you
would prefer to contribute in another way, please volunteer,
foster, or adopt. You, too, can make a difference. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Gerry Foss
President, CSRNE
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“Copper loves everybody, from
little kids to senior citizens!”
- Karen Hutson, Copper’s owner

Honoring the Ordinary… from page 1

Dogs come to CSRNE for a variety of reasons. Some
are truly “rescued,” but many are just like Copper pets that have outlived their owners and need to be
“re-homed.” Often, they are along in years. They are
healthy and well-adjusted, ordinary dogs who have
much to offer. These mellow gems can be missed
because they are eclipsed by more extroverted
personalities. Everybody has something valuable
to share.

Today, Copper is once again thriving as part of
Karen and Dean Hutson’s active household in Great
Barrington, MA. His life is filled with love and
purpose. Karen is a nurse at a nearby rehabilitation
care facility and occasionally takes Copper to visit her
elderly patients, boosting their spirits. “Everybody
loves him. And Copper loves everybody, from little
kids to senior citizens!” Karen said. Dean works
from home so Copper accompanies him on his
30-second commute to his downstairs office and
is on hand to assist Dean throughout the workday.

Dean and Karen Hutson with (left to right)
Copper, Moto and Kali

Along with equally calm companions Kali, an
eight-year-old Cocker, and Moto, an eleven-year-old
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Copper is kept in line
by the Hutson’s nine-year-old cat, Zoë, a Persian
Munchkin. In return for one of Dean’s special deep
massages, Copper works to protect the yard from
squirrels and looks after the family’s free-range
chickens.

It is unlikely that Copper will win great fame or
fortune but he’s building a legacy that is priceless:
live more fully by honoring the ordinary and by
paying attention to the quiet treasures that are
already here.

Copper investigating a quiet treasure
www.csrne.org 3

CSRNESUMMER2016Newsletter_Layout 1 7/26/2016 3:33 PM Page 4

The Emotional Life of Dogs
(Cats, Birds and Humans)

A Conversation With World-Renowned
Animal Behaviorist, Dr. Nicholas H. Dodman

There is a saying that “Good veterinarians talk to
animals. Great veterinarians hear them talk back.”
Dr. Nicholas Dodman has achieved international rock
star status in the animal behavior world. With a
command of his subject and a quick wit to match,
he is a natural educator who has taught millions how
to decipher animal behavior and be better pet parents.

Dodman has successfully integrated a scientist’s drive
to explore and understand dysfunction with a caregiver’s determination to relieve pain. For thousands
of years, dogs and people have shared a special bond.
When something goes wrong in a human-animal
relationship, both suffer. What makes Dodman so
effective is his ability to gently encourage us to look
more closely at ourselves while leading us to a
greater awareness and appreciation for the emotional
lives of the animals in our care.

Dr. Nicholas H. Dodman

Nicholas Dodman grew up in England and credits
his mother with inspiring his life’s calling. He
describes her as “a Saint Francis of Assisi,” and
explains, “My mother taught me to respect animals.
I grew up surrounded by all sorts of them, including
animals she rescued and brought home. At nine years
old, I understood that animals are sentient beings, that
they have thoughts and emotions. You must apply
every single sense you have to interpret animals
because they are expert readers of body language,”
says Dodman. “They can practically see you sweat.
They read your personality and they will capitalize on
weakness.”
Trained as a veterinarian in Scotland, 26-year-old Dr.
Dodman was the youngest veterinary faculty member
in Britain. His specialty at the time was surgery and
anesthesiology but, along with a move to the United
States to join the faculty of Tufts University School

Continued on page 5
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Both rescues, Dodman pets Jasper (left)
and Rusty (right)
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Emotional Life... from page 5

of Veterinary Medicine, came a shift in focus to
behavioral pharmacology and the field of animal
behavior. In 1986, Dodman established Tufts’
Animal Behavior Clinic, the first of its kind. A
year later, he launched his clinical practice with
a specialty in animal behavior.

The author of six widely acclaimed and bestselling
books, beginning in 1995 with “The Dog Who Loved
Too Much,” Dodman’s latest book, “Pets On the
Couch: Neurotic Dogs, Compulsive Cats, Anxious
Birds and the New Science of Animal Psychiatry”
(scheduled for release on August 23, 2016 and
available for pre-order on amazon) is something
different. It goes beyond dogs and cats, the subjects
of earlier books, to encompass others in the animal
kingdom. What they share is a life-altering struggle
with mood disorders and mental illness. It is also a
look back at what has been a long and fascinating
journey.

“This book is the story of my life almost,” reflects
Dodman. “It includes, over 40-plus years, all kinds
of my encounters with animals doing strange things.”
Given the nature of his practice – animals with
“issues” – he has run into “strange curve balls along
the way, including a horse with all the markings of
Tourette syndrome and a bull terrier with a canine
version of autism.” Dodman adds, “Though both
conditions were suggested to me by one odd ball case,
there wasn’t just one horse with Tourette’s or one dog
with autism. There were scores.” In cases where an
underlying health issue or medical condition is at the
root of a behavior problem, pharmacological
intervention, including drugs that restore the brain’s
chemical balance, can play an essential part in an
overall strategy to turn around a difficult situation.

Along with esteemed animal behaviorist Dr. James A.
Serpell, a colleague at the Center for Canine Behavior
Studies (CCBS), Dodman is working to reduce the
number of companion animals who are euthanized in
the United States every day because they have seemingly
intractable behavior problems. Doctors Dodman and
Serpell have launched a new research project, the

A healthy bond between human and pet
may keep unacceptable behaviors at bay.

“Animal Ownership Interaction Study.” The study
will investigate the researchers’ theory that “a dog’s
‘bond-breaking’ unacceptable behavior is a direct
result of their human’s emotional or psychological state.”

A person’s mental health can profoundly affect their
relationships with family, community, and co-workers.
It also touches pets, the ones who are most attuned to
our actions and perhaps most impacted by their
consequences.

Helping people understand their role in a pet’s
dysfunctional behavior can be a pivotal first step to
salvage a damaged relationship. Figuring out why a
bond fails to form or what makes it fall apart may
even save lives.

Interested in joining the Animal Ownership Interaction
Study? To learn more, please visit:
www.drdodman.org or CCBS’ website:
www.centerforcaninebehaviorstudies.org.
www.csrne.org 5
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President’s Tribute To JoAnn Hall

CSRNE would not be celebrating our 19th Annual
Joey Fund Auction if it were not for my very dear
friend, mentor, and advisor, JoAnn Hall, who
passed away March 5, 2016.
She served on our first Board of Directors and was
later recognized
for exceptional
leadership with an
honor we created
for her. JoAnn was
the first recipient of
CSRNE’s lifetime
Board status.
The word “first”
comes up a lot when
you talk about JoAnn.
She was the newsletter’s first editor, the
first of many CSRNE
volunteers to follow
who commit
JoAnn Hall
countless hours of
their time to our cause, the first to open her home to
foster a CSRNE cocker. She provided a safe haven to
Molly, a blind sweetheart who repaid the favor by
chewing through JoAnn’s lovely kitchen door.
JoAnn enjoyed a special kinship with dogs and
whole-heartedly adored many throughout her life, including Maggie, Patrick, Vanna, Monty, and Moose.
We are indebted to JoAnn in so many ways. She
generously shared her considerable analytical,
writing and editing talents, developed over a

thirty-year career working for the U.S. Foreign
Service. She set the standard for well researched
and artfully crafted articles. I can still hear her
groan at my efforts to make our cocker stories
more warm and fuzzy!
JoAnn was tenacious. She tackled NH State
Incorporation paperwork and prepared the long,
complicated IRS 501(c)(3) application for a
tax-exempt designation. As a result of JoAnn’s
diligence and meticulous work, CSRNE was
granted exempt status in October 1995 with
our first submission, in less than three months.
Primarily because of JoAnn’s forethought and
careful guidance, today we are a sound and viable
organization. CSRNE can appeal for tax-deductible
donations and apply for grants, thus ensuring that
we can continue to rescue neglected, homeless
cockers for many years to come.
Above all, JoAnn was a marvelous companion.
We made dozens of road trips together, driving
hundreds of miles all over New England, meeting
families to conduct home visits. She was a keen
observer who noticed important subtleties that I
missed.
Thank you, JoAnn, for your invaluable contributions of time and talent to promote CSRNE’s mission.
Thank you for your generous friendship. Thank
you for all you did to help make the dreams of
rescued cockers and their families come true.

Gerry Foss
President, CSRNE

www.csrne.org 7

CSRNESUMMER2016Newsletter_Layout 1 7/26/2016 3:33 PM Page 8

C0CKER SPANIEL RESCUE OF NEW ENGLAND, INC
P.O. Box 162
Greenfield, NH 03047

COCKER-PALOOZA!
19th Annual Joey Fund Auction

Non Profit Org.
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #315
Worcester, MA

Join WCVB News Anchor Randy Price
and Cammie, 2016 Joey Fund Poster Dog
11 AM, Saturday, October 15, 2016
Holiday Inn, Boxborough, MA

Lunch! Live and Silent Auctions! Raffles!

A fantastic selection of items for bid,
including Dr. Nicholas Dodman’s latest book,
signed by the author!
For more details, see the enclosed brochure
or visit www.csrne.org and go to Auction 2016

Adorable Cammie,
CSRNE’s 2016 Joey Fund Poster Dog!

How many girls can dig up a popular fashion trend
from the 80’s, like double strand “pearls” (as in photo
at left), and make it look so fresh for 2016?
Cammie, our 2016 Joey Fund Poster Dog, is
beautiful—and strong. This resilient cocker
was inches away from crossing the rainbow bridge
when CSRNE saved her from a severely dysfunctional
home and rushed her to treatment. She made it.
People might have assumed Cammie was well cared
for because she was always nicely groomed. The awful
hidden truth was that she was rarely seen by a vet, even
for a rabies vaccination, and was sustained on a diet that
might be familiar only to an urban area’s toughest street
dogs. It was no way to live. Today, Cammie is healthy
and safe in her new forever home.
Please help us, in any way you can, continue to be a
safety net for desperate families. Call (603) 547-3363
or visit www.csrne.org. We hope you’ll come meet
Cammie at Cocker-Palooza on October 15!

