
The village that saved Hunter

Hunter’s rescue was a challenge from the beginning.
Living on the border of Connecticut and New York, his
owners were unable to meet CSRNE transport volunteer
Kelley Garry anywhere closer to Massachusetts, so
Kelley got up at the crack of dawn and drove four-and-
a-half hours to Hunter’s home.  

She met a fearful, anxious dog. He had painful,
untreated ear infections, was badly matted and very
dirty, and his feet seemed to hurt him. With patience and
gentle prodding, Kelley managed to get Hunter into the
crate in her car and off they went. After a couple of
hours, Kelley stopped to let Hunter out to do his business
and stretch his legs. He apparently had no intention of
getting back into the crate, instead climbing into the front
seat where he settled down and off they went again.
Kelley felt that Hunter was beginning to trust her as she
gently patted him, staying away from his painful ears.  
Halfway back to Mass., Kelley met Rick Hildebrandt,

another active CSRNE volunteer, and Hunter went
willingly into Rick’s van for the rest of the trip to his
Cape Cod destination. Making another stop for Hunter
to stretch his legs and, after a short walk, Rick sat down
on the grass. Hunter walked over and sat next to him.
He had now met two kind people he seemed to trust and
he was about to meet the third – veterinarian Taylor
Kirby-Madden, DVM.  

Hunter had not had a thorough vet exam for a long
time. Dr. Kirby-Madden diagnosed his ear infection as
“very severe and profound.”  He had to be anesthetized
and shaved down, revealing “skin infections all over.”  

But the most serious issue was his blood test, which
revealed autoimmune hemolytic anemia – his body was
destroying his red blood cells. Dr. Kirby-Madden said
that this condition requires life-long specialized care.
She also recommended that Hunter be seen by a veterinary
internal medicine specialist.  

By some miracle, CSRNE had received an adoption

Hunter, from neglect to King of the Castle

By Gerry Foss, CSRNE President

application from Dan and Mary Davidson who knew
Dr. Douglas Brum, head of internal medicine at Angell
Animal Medical Center in Boston. 

The Davidsons and Dr. Brum would become the most
important members of Hunter’s medical team. 

Continued on page 6

Part 1: Hunter’s Journey
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Want To Help Us?

President’s Message
This year is CSRNE’s 35th anniversary. We had

planned to celebrate at our auction, but for the past three
years we’ve canceled the auction due to the pandemic.  

I never thought we could have survived financially
without the funds from our biggest fund raiser, but we
have. Thanks to the constancy and generosity of our
friends, we have been able to continue to rescue and 
provide care to needy and homeless cocker spaniels.
This year, veterinary care has been more expensive than
ever.  We’ve brought our rescue cockers to almost every
veterinary specialist there is. 

The ophthalmology department at Tufts has provided
care to Sable, Penny, Maggie and Brooklin.  

The cardiology service at Bulger Veterinary Hospital
has examined Nellie and Duchess and have advised their
adopters on how to manage them at home. The surgeons
at Bulger Veterinary Hospital have saved Onyx’s life by
removing a mast cell tumor before it could spread.

The Neurology staff at Mass Vet Referral Hospital
helps dogs maintain their mobility and the internal 
medicine department at Angelll Animal Medical Center
has given Hunter a much better quality of life. 

Providing this special veterinary care is critically 
important to maintaining the health and well being of
our rescue cockers.  As I have said so often, “we are able
to continue this important work, because you are right
there with us, making it all possible.”

Thank you, from all of us and the needy ones who 
depend on you. 
Happy New Year!
Gerry Foss, President, CSRNE

Donate. Adopt. 
Foster. Volunteer.

To learn more about CSRNE,
visit www.csrne.org or call (603) 547-3363.
info@csrne.org
www.csrne.org

Stay connected with us!

To purchase the CSRNE 2022 
Calendars ($23 each), please visit

www.CSRNE.org and click on the “Calendars”
tab or call 603-547-3363.
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CSRNE is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization. All donations are tax-deductible. Thank you!

We’re home for the holidays!
These CSRNE cockers were all adopted this year!

Happy Holidays 
from all of us 

at CSRNE!
Nellie

Brooklyn

Chase

TravisRemy

Casey Reesie
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Meet the cockers of the 2023 Calendar - Cutest Pet winners

To purchase our
2023 CSRNE 

Calendars, please
go to our website
www.CSRNE.org,
and click on the

"Calendars" bar at
the top of the
home page.

January: Zeke

May: Addie June: Mickey

July: Corky August: Baxter

October: Pebbles November: Charlie December: Lola

September: Max and Angie

February: Eli Carpenter March: Shirley & Ruby

April: Phoebe and Maggie
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Duchess with Dr. Silver — able to walk again,
thanks to the generosity of Giving Tuesday donors

By Gerry Foss, CSRNE President
The response to our appeal for Duchess’s surgery on

Giving Tuesday was fantastic!  Generous friends sent in
a total of $10,000, which was almost the exact cost of
the expensive neurosurgery she would need on her spine
in order to walk again. 

Duchess is only 5 years old and her life was awful
before we rescued her.  She lived on a “mini-farm” with
a lot of other mistreated animals. She was used as a
breeding dog – that was her sole purpose in life.   When
the owners abandoned the farm, Duchess was left in a
small camper, with no windows, food or water – on a
hot day in July.
Fortunately, Duchess had a strong will to live and she

barked and cried frantically, until someone heard her
and called the dog officer. 

Duchess was safe and CSRNE was called to rescue her.
Duchess was placed in a loving foster home and

scheduled for a series of Vet exams to evaluate her
general health.  She had a heart murmer, so we had her
examined by a cardiologist and she was given an
echocardiogram.  She did have a mild heart murmer, but
she was cleared for spay surgery and the removal of a
mammary tumor.
Duchess was an active dog who loved to play and go

for long walks – she was happy and content.
Then one morning, she started crying and whimpering

and couldn’t get up. She was in a lot of pain and licking
her left rear leg.  Xrays revealed she had a narrowing of
the spine and a deteriorating disc. This was a serious
situation that needed expert treatment immediately.
Mass Vet Referral Hospital has an excellent neurology

department, headed by Dr. Gena Silver, who has a special
interest in disc disease.  Fortunately, we were able to
schedule an appointment with Dr. Silver immediately
and she gave Duchess a through MRI examination.

Duchess had a disc that had “popped up” into the
spinal canal and was pinching the spinal cord in two
places. Dr. Silver said the surgery would be tricky,
because part of the disc was entangled in a web of
nerves, but there was no alternative – we had to give this
sweet, active dog a chance to run again.
On Dec. 6, Dr. Silver operated and, to our great relief,

she was able to remove the largest part of the disc that
was pressing on the spinal cord.

Duchess is recovering well. She can now stand and
put weight on her left rear leg. She has to stay quiet for
the next two weeks, but the prognosis is good.

All of Duchess’s friends, who made such generous
donations on Giving Tuesday, have given her the ability
to do what she loves the most – walk and run.
We are very grateful for your gifts and for your

compassion. Thank you.

Duchess Can Walk Again –
Thanks to her Giving Tuesday friends
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Mary and Dan Davidson with Hunter

Part 2: Hunter’s Miracle...from page 1
By Dan Davidson 

When you make the complete commitment to an
animal, like all commitments, it completely changes
your life, your freedom, your entirety. Like all things
worthwhile, it’s easier said than done. What it brings
you is the greatest joy you’ll every know.  

We are Dan and Mary Davidson and this is the story
of our wonderful life with our newest family member,
Hunter, who came to us through Cocker Spaniel Rescue
of New England. We had 2 cockers, Casey & Sydney,
who we lost. Sydney left us a year ago and Casey
passed in October of 2020. We miss them and keep
them in our hearts always. We had no intentions of get-
ting another dog any time soon. I kept reflecting on the
dog movie, “Hachi, A Dog’s Tale,” a true story of a dog
who walked from his home to the train station every
night to meet his owner who got off the train after work.
One day, the owner died but Hachi kept going to the
train station for 11 years to meet his owner, at which
time Hachi died from a broken heart.  

I am 74 years young and was never able to finish
watching the movie.  What was impressed upon me is
how I never wanted to get so connected to a friend and
leave him wondering what happened to me, so I decided
that if I was ever to get another companion it would need
to be an older dog from a rescue that had a rough life
that I could turn around into a wonderful life for the
remainder of our days together.  

I am a CPA and  tax/investment  professional. I
wanted to be a veterinarian, however, I would have been
a financial failure since I would have gone broke saving
and taking care of all the animals, so I became a bean-
counter instead.  

During this last tax season, I was meeting with a new
client who had just retired from her veterinary practice
and I was telling her stories about Casey and Sydney,
and how, if I got another dog, my wife had mandated that
it be a cocker spaniel. My client told me about CSRNE.
That weekend as I was preparing tax returns, I got a
message from heaven (my mother, who still watches
over me, telling me I must follow-through on this), so I
put the tax returns away, went to the CSRNE website,
completed the adoption application, and mailed it off. 

After our home visit, I spoke with Gerry Foss,
President of CSRNE, and we talked about Hunter.
Gerry told me about his prior neglect and sent me some
photos.  I fell in love immediately!  He was 8 years old

and had some serious medical issues. He hadn’t seen a
vet for a complete exam in over 4 years. His nails were
so long they had grown into the pads of his feet. And,
Hunter had ligament damage in his legs from the hobbled
way he walked. He also had autoimmune hemolytic
anemia – his most serious issue.  

Hunter had been in pain for a long time, so he naturally
didn’t trust most new people – especially veterinarians
and vet techs.  What he did bring with him is the dignity
and pride of a cocker spaniel. Hunter was a survivor and
had a strong will to live. This was the dog of my dreams.

I have a strong relationship with Angell Memorial
Hospital in Boston and our vet for all of our dogs was
Dr. Douglas Brum, one of the finest doctors. We
arranged for an appointment with Dr. Brum to examine
Hunter. We met Rick Hildebrandt who transported
Hunter from the Cape to Angell Memorial. Rick is a
wonderfulman who has given his heart to the CSRNE dogs.  

At the end of Hunter’s exam, Dr. Brum, Rick, Mary
and I had a conference call with Gerry. Gerry was
hesitant to release Hunter to Mary and I because of all
of his issues; but Dr. Brum told her that he knew the
Davidsons well. He told Gerry that we would give
Hunter the level of care that he needed. We would
administer all of the medicines and treatments as
ordered. Then Rick hollered out to Gerry, “A couple of
angels just came out of the sky for this dog.”   

Gerry was convinced, especially when she learned
that Hunter had bonded with Mary and had already
kissed her!  We took Hunter home that afternoon to his
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Hunter, surveying his new kingdom
new “kingdom.” 

Hunter had many medicines and they are working.
His paws have healed. The infections in his ears are
gone. His blood counts are up. He has a healthy appetite.
His hearing and other senses are perfect and we are on
the way to a happy ending story.   

We see Dr. Brum every 2-3 weeks and will continue
to make the journeys to Angell for Hunter’s care and
comfort.  Dr. Brum had told us several times, “With all
his problems and needs, no one except the Davidsons
would want this dog.”

Part 3: Special Care  
By Douglas E. Brum, DVM
Angell Animal Medical Center - Boston

Hunter was diagnosed with autoimmune hemolytic
anemia by the rescue organization’s regular veterinarian.

This type of anemia is
caused by the body's own
immune system identifying
the dog’s red blood cells as
abnormal. The red blood
cells are really not abnormal,
they just have different
coatings on the surface that
makes the immune system
think that these cells are
foreign and need to be
destroyed. 

The anemia is caused by the body's own white blood
cells attacking and destroying its own red blood cells. It
is a disease of the immune system similar to rheumatoid
arthritis or lupus. No one really knows the primary cause
of these conditions. 

Treatment involves drugs that suppress the immune
response. Immunosuppressive drugs, usually multiple
ones, are used in an attempt to stop this red blood cell
destruction. Typically, dogs are very sick with this
condition. They can have fevers, be very weak, and
anorexic. Dogs are very prone to getting severe strokes
during the course of this illness. Many dogs with this
condition  do not survive, either because of illness or the
expense and time it takes to treat them.
Cocker spaniels are predisposed to this condition and,

when they get this disease, it is usually more severe and
more difficult to treat than in other breeds. 

Hunter was started on prednisone by the local vet to
try to suppress the immune reaction. Shortly after the
treatment started, Hunter presented to Angell for
continued care. Additional immunosuppressive drugs
needed to be added to try to get the disease into remission.

Currently, Hunter is on three drugs to suppress the
abnormal immune response. During the course of this
therapy, Hunter has remained in remarkably good spirits.
Even when his blood tests were very abnormal (he was
having a drug reaction), he really never knew that he
was ill aside from being a bit more tired at times.

After many months of treatment, Hunter’s anemia is
almost resolved. That said, Hunter still has a long way
to go. The Davidsons are very committed to his care and
have been coming from New Hampshire into Boston
almost weekly for exams and blood tests. If he can get
into total remission, his long-term prognosis will be
much better. We still do not know if he will survive this
disease and tolerate all the medications long-term;
however, things are definitely moving in the right direction.

And, in conclusion, two special vets, two dedicated
volunteers & two committed adopters equals one
much healthier and happier cocker spaniel!
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Stay tuned for
news about our
2023 Joey Fund

Auction!
www.csrne.org
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