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Bonded Pairs
Twice the Fun ~ Twice the Love

By Elizabeth Zarrella Maglio
As the saying goes, if one is good, two are better. Many of

us think this way in terms of adopting a second dog to be a
companion for our existing Fido. Usually this means evalu-
ating whether the household and wallet can accommodate
bringing another dog into the fold and thinking through the
best way to transition from a single dog to a pack of two.   
Those first few weeks of introducing a second dog into the

household can be tricky. The dogs navigate one another; the
first dog and humans set the rules and boundaries for the sec-
ond dog. Eventually, the second dog establishes his spot in
the hierarchy and hopefully the bond between the two starts
to grow. 
But what happens when both dogs arrive at the same time,

and they are already bonded to one another? This is what is
known as a “bonded pair.” 
Bonded pairs typically start out as litter mates who were

adopted together. According to Paul Emerson, a certified pro-
fessional dog trainer (cpdt) and founder of Family Dog Train-
ing, it can result in one dog constantly deferring to its sibling
and not reaching its full potential as an adult. In the case of
adult dogs, which is how most rescues acquire bonded sibling
pairs, dependency/separation issues can be a challenge.
Some of these dogs undergo extreme stress and anxiety with
just simple routine separation events like taking one dog to
the vet and leaving the other at home.  

In the rescue world, bonded pairs present compelling sto-
ries, and equally compelling challenges in finding the right
home. “We explain to people why it’s necessary for these
dogs to be adopted together,” said Gerry Foss, President and
Founder of Cocker Spaniel Rescue of New England. “What
people need to understand is that bonded pairs aren’t simply
dogs who have lived together and who love each other;
they’re dogs who can’t be separated for a second. They are so
deeply connected to one another that they will wail and strug-
gle to get to the other dog.” No rescue wants to add to their
pain of abandonment by adopting bonded dogs into different
homes.  
When Paula and Steve Jacunski lost their beloved cocker

spaniel, they decided their next adoption would be to rescue
two cockers at once. From what they knew about bonded
pairs, they felt the compatibility factor between the dogs
would help them settle in. Six months ago they adopted 7
year old siblings, Rocky & Sage, a bonded pair who had pre-
viously lived with a devoted owner all of their lives before
coming into rescue. (See editor’s note at end of article)
Rocky & Sage showed affection and signs of obedience

training from the beginning, but also went through the typi-
cal stages of adapting to a new home, new people, new 

Continued on page 2

Rocky & Sage – Loving brother & adoring sister

Rocky & Sage – Two laps are better than one
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Bonded Pairs... continued from page 1
routines. They looked out for each other during this transi-
tion time, and if one seemed distressed, the other would come
to investigate. 
Now, after six months in their new home, Rocky & Sage

have adjusted to their new life. They provide constant com-
fort to one another.  The Jacunskis say after this experience,
they would definitely adopt a bonded pair again. 

Mike and Helen McInnis had a similar experience with
Lucky and Tyke, two bonded brothers featured prominently
on CSRNE’s website. Mike and Helen had lost their previous
two cockers within the same year, and had set out to adopt
only one cocker. After reading Lucky & Tyke’s story, and
hearing that they were bonded brothers, they changed their
minds and decided to adopt both of them. 
These two brothers have stolen the hearts of everyone in

their family, including their six grandchildren.  “They’re syn-
chronized!” said Helen. “Everything they do is together…
they eat together, sleep together, play with their toys together.
When they go outside, they actually run together and in the
same direction.”  

Sharon and Mike Gordon can vouch for the togetherness
factor. Bella and Lucy, a bonded mother and daughter pair
also featured online at CSRNE, were in tough shape. One had

lyme disease and the other was heartworm positive. But, in
honor of the cockers who came before them and in consulta-
tion with their trusty vet, the Gordons brought them home
and right into treatment. 
A year and a half later, both dogs are healthy and full of

energy and personality. Bella sings the family awake every
morning and hurries the humans along in order to get her
morning walk and breakfast. Their personalities are differ-
ent, with Bella taking the lead, but they are always together. 
“A bonded pair are like one.  They generally do everything
together.  They look out for each other and are good com-
pany.  Bella sits on the floor and Lucy licks her face, and
every night they cuddle up on the couches with us,” explained
Sharon. 

Bonded pairs might not be right for everyone, but in these
three cases and many others, it was right for all involved.
It’s not easy to find a family willing to take in a bonded pair,
and CSRNE makes sure to take the time to always make the
right match.
“Caring for all of the cockers in our care is expensive, and

we are very grateful to all of our adopters, foster homes and
donors for helping us do this work. When we get a bonded
pair, the costs double, and so does our gratitude to everyone
involved in providing homes for these special and dynamic
duos,” said Foss. 

Continued on next page

Lucky & Tyke - “I only have eyes for you.”

“He’s my bro!”

Proud mother & daughter

Lucy & Bella
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If you have questions regarding training your dog or behavior issues,
you can contact Paul Emerson, owner of Family Dog Training, in Groton,
MA at 508-243-3922 or email him at bernerfur@charter.net.  
www.family-dog-training.com 
Paul also does in-home private consultations.

“Please find them a home to be happy in…”
After 20 years, Bonnie Trombley was forced to sell her home which meant she

had to give up her beloved cockers, Rocky and Sage. It was a very difficult decision
– they were brother and sister and she’d had them since they were tiny puppies.
Bonnie sent CSRNE one of the most detailed Owner Information Forms we

had ever received. She told us all about their endearing characteristics: Sage
liked to fall asleep behind her knees when she was lying down; Rocky was a big
teddy bear; they both liked to play ball and eat peanut butter and toast; and they
were very smart. 
Bonnie wanted them placed in a home with a big fenced yard and where they

would get lots of love and attention but, most of all, she wanted them to be adopted
together. 
Bonnie understood that it would take longer to find a home for a bonded pair

(and they were seven years old).  Fortunately she had given us several months lead
time to find the right home for her precious cockers – and she was willing to wait.
As so often happens, Steve and Paula Jacunski had lost their cocker spaniel and
were now interested in adopting two dogs. Bonnie was relieved and so happy when
we called and told her the good news. Recently she sent us the following letter:

Dear CSRNE,
I want to thank you again for all your help in finding Sage and Rocky a new

home. Paula has been emailing me and sending pictures. In her last note Paula
said they had put up a fence and Sage and Rocky love the yard. It eases my heart
to know that they are okay and adjusting as time passes. 
As much as I do and always will miss them, I know they are loved and are

living an amazing life. 
Thank you again,
Bonnie

Bonded Pairs... continued from previous page

Juliette – 
about 13 years old & left to fend for herself

Your holiday donation will provide veterinary care, special
diets, daily medications (and toys too!) for the 19
senior cockers like Juliette in our Long Term Care
Program. (A 25-pound bag of a prescription diet
costs $86.)  
Little old Juliette was found wandering 

on a busy street. She was tired, weak and hungry.   
Happily, she is now in our Long Term Care Program and get-

ting the care she needs – thanks to you, our friends who support
CSRNE’s work to save the lives of abandoned and neglected
cocker spaniels. Happy Holidays from all of us to all of you. 

Gerry Foss, President, CSRNE
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There wasn’t a dry eye in the house!
Although all of CSRNE’s auctions have been outstanding, we

think 2012’s broke the auction mold.  Not only did we have great
weather (compared to the blizzard of 2011, that’s saying something),
we also had great gifts for our silent and live auction, awesome raf-
fle prizes, a terrific cutest pets contest, and a delicious bake sale.  
Of course, the auction would not have been so successful if it

hadn’t been for our dedicated auction committee.  A heartfelt thank
you goes out to Elaine Alden, Camille Bertrand, Marie Cameron,
Colleen Crowley, Jane Morgan, Hartley Scribner, Karen and Mari-
lyn Shor, and Kate Vavra.  The committee members gave an ex-
traordinary amount of their time and energy to making the auction
a success.  There was no project this team wasn’t willing to tackle
to help CSRNE raise money.  
And a huge thank you goes out to Randy Price and Mark Steffen

for supporting our auction throughout the years.  Randy and Mark
have never missed an auction in the 15 years they’ve been held.
Each year Randy generously donates a tour of the WCVB studio
and breakfast, where he is the Boston morning news anchor.  This
item brings in more money than any other at the auction, and we are
truly grateful for Randy and Mark’s support!
Thanks to Joyce Kelbaugh, CSRNE’s webmaster, and Ken Lozier,

owner of Plaid Fox Productions (plaidfoxproductions.com), auc-
tion attendees were treated to CSRNE’s first video production, The
Joey Fund Story – and there wasn’t a dry eye in the place! The video
told the story of how the Joey Fund got its start, as well as the sto-
ries of the many cockers past and present who have benefitted from
the Joey Fund. 
A thank you to Ken who donated his considerable talent and

hours of his time to producing a truly memorable video for
CSRNE. (You can see The Joey Fund Story by going to
http://youtu.be/V4fMsaTDj44)
And now, on to our popular guest star, Freddie, this year’s Joey

Gerry Foss, President, introduces CSRNE’s first video 
presentation, The Joey Fund Story.

Auctioneer Rick Merrill pumping up a bid.

Randy Price, Ch.5 news anchor & honorary 
auction co-chair with Elaine Alden and her Brady.

From the Auction Chair...
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Fund poster dog. Freddie came to our auction all the
way from New York with his permanent foster mom,
Marlo Tamilio, of Saving Paws Rescue, New York
(savingpawsrescue.org).  In addition, Tuncay Adem, of
Canine Counsel (www.caninecounsel.com), a trainer who
had worked with one of SPR’s other cockers, made the trip.
Tuncay treated our attendees to an inspiring story of Fred-
die’s remarkable challenges and his recovery.  
Freddie is a dynamic, active cocker spaniel who had sud-

denly lost the use of his hind end. A valiant cocker, he got
around by dragging himself with his strong front paws. 
When Marlo first met Freddie, there was an instant con-

nection between them. Teddy immediately bonded with her
and she soon became determined to see if something could be
done so he could walk and run again. 
Fortunately, Marlo knew an excellent veterinary neurolo-

gist, Dr. Jason Berg. Dr. Berg diagnosed Freddie with a se-
vere ruptured disc, but he felt he was a good candidate for
spinal surgery – and he was! Three days later, Teddy walked
out of the Animal Specialty Center with his beloved Marlo.
He’s now walking, running and playing in his forever home
with Marlo and her family.
Thanks to Marlo’s website fundraising effort and CSRNE’s

Joey Fund, Freddie received the very ex-
pensive lifesaving surgery he needed.
Freddie is a lucky dog and we all en-
joyed meeting him at the auction – he
thanked his friends by giving them
cocker kisses.

We hope you will continue to sup-
port CSRNE by attending the auction
and through your donations.  Every
penny raised provides veterinary care to
homeless and neglected cocker spaniels
who so desperately need our help.  See
you at next year’s Joey Fund auction! Thank you.
Deb Huegel, Auction Chair

15th Annual 

Joey Fund Auction 
& 25th Anniversary 

Celebration 
A Real Cocker Palooza

Freddie – The 15th Annual Joey Fund Poster Dog

Tuncay Adem entertains everyone with the
story of how Freddie can walk again.

Auction photos by Frank Jansen Photography

Freddie and his beloved mom, Marlo Tamilio of
Saving Paws Rescue, NY.

Deb Huegel, 
chairperson and 

our energetic 
cheerleader
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By Polly Marmaduke
Teddy entered Kate Frost’s life when he stepped in front of
her car on a wintry December evening two years ago.  Teddy,
an older cocker spaniel, was lucky to find Kate -- although he
wasn’t so sure at first.  What Kate saw was a filthy and terri-
fied dog, wandering around a sprawling mall parking lot that
was buzzing with activity as impatient shoppers scurried to
finish their last minute holiday errands; a tattered Christmas
sweater was his only protection against the cold.  Kate, an
experienced rescuer of abandoned animals, immediately
sized up the situation and knew that Teddy’s survival de-
pended on her fast action.
A moment like this is critical for a discarded animal like

Teddy, abandoned by someone he relies on and left to fend for
himself in an unfamiliar world.  Fortunately, caring people like
Kate Frost and Cocker Spaniel Rescue of New England
(CSRNE) intervene and put them on a path to a brighter future.  
Kate’s recollection of that December night is vivid:  for

nearly three hours, she and several other good Samaritans
struggled to catch Teddy as he evaded them by darting in
front of moving vehicles and hiding between parked cars.
Kate recalls that she was “beside myself and determined to
save that dog.”  Finally, trapped in a corner of the parking
lot, an exhausted Teddy gave up his fight and accepted Kate’s
offer of assistance.   Once settled in her car, Teddy relaxed in
its warmth and nuzzled up to Kate for the ride home.
When Kate arrived home with Teddy late that evening, she
immediately called CSRNE’s hotline. Kate needed to find a
place for Teddy ASAP because she was scheduled to leave
on a trip early the next morning. 
CSRNE’s president, Gerry Foss, heard the urgency in Kate’s

voice and, as luck would have it, she had recently received an
adoption application from Carol and Bob McLaughlin –
amazingly, they lived very close to Kate. Even though it was
late in the evening, Gerry called the McLaughins and, as soon
as they heard about Teddy’s ordeal and his condition, their
first response was, “How soon can we get him?”
Bob and Carol picked up Teddy the next morning and

drove straight to their vet. A thorough exam revealed that
Teddy had a hard tumor on his hind quarter that turned out to
be locally invasive, requiring surgery and follow-up radia-
tion therapy.
After only 24 hours of taking Teddy into their home and to
their vet, Bob and Carol were smitten by this gentle, needy
cocker boy and had decided they would not be foster parents
but, instead, would be Teddy’s new adopters. They also said
they had taken previous pets to Angell Memorial Hospital in
Boston for radiation treatments and they’d be happy to do the
same for Teddy. 
Carol and Bob have had a lot of experience caring for res-

cued cocker spaniels.  They understand that sometimes res-

cued dogs arrive with “baggage”; particularly if they have
suffered neglect or abuse, it may take time and patience to
rebuild trust and confidence.  Remarkably, Teddy’s sweet dis-
position reveals nothing of his troubled past.  Carol describes
Teddy as “so good” and “very laid back”.  He gets along well
with everybody in his extended family - cats included! 
Shortly after adopting Teddy, Carol sent CSRNE a heart-

warming note which read, “All costs for Teddy will be taken
care of by us…we’re in a position to do so. Use whatever
monies you would allocate to Teddy to some other cocker
who needs it more than we do.”
Carol and Bob’s generosity remind us that the best holiday

gifts do not come in wrapped packages – kindness and com-
passion, truly the best gifts, come from people’s hearts.
Carol and Bob McLaughlin gave a special holiday gift to

Kate Frost and to CSRNE, but the best gift of all - a safe,
warm loving home- went to Teddy.
Editor’s note: The McLaughlins had originally wanted to
adopt a black female cocker - Teddy is a buff cocker male!
But just 6 months later, CSRNE rescued a little black female
who was heartworm positive. Of course, Bob and Carol
adopted her, too – and now Emmie runs the household!

The Very Best Holiday Gift: Teddy’s Story

Moving? Save a cocker!
Are you moving in 2013? Buy or sell a home
through me or one of my referral partners anywhere
in the US, and I'll donate 5% of my commission to
CSRNE. Call or e-mail me for details. 

Colleen Crowley, Realtor
Keller Williams Realty
Cell: 774-275-0720
colleencrowley@hotmail.com
www.colleencrowley.com

Carol McLaughlin with Teddy and Emmie
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Copper Mocha Oreo

Buttons gets into the Holiday Spirit 
in his Forever Home 

Adopted by June Quintin

Season’s Greetings from the Sweet Senior Cockers
in our Long Term Care Program

Your donation will help provide care for homeless senior cocker spaniels
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